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T h e  S ea rch  fo r  S m i th  W i ld m a n  
B ro o k h a r t:  A  P i lg r im 's  P r o g r e s s
G E O R G E  W IL L IA M  M C D A N IE L
I have alw ays k n o w n  about S ena to r Sm ith  W ildm an  
Brookhart: w e share  W ash ing ton , Iow a, as a hom e tow n , an d  
the  B rookhart law  office a n d  h om e becam e fam iliar landm arks 
to m e as I g rew  up . I also rem em ber a y o u th fu l h o m eto w n  
pride  th a t one of o u r ow n  h a d  m oved  on  to  W ash ing ton , D .C ., 
to serve in  the  U n ited  S tates Senate. But I w as only  tw o  years 
old w h en  he  d ied , so I d id  n o t actually  k n o w  him .
It w as n o t un til I w as in  g rad u a te  school a t The U niversity  of 
Iowa, how ever, th a t I began  to know Sm ith  B rookhart. E nrolled  
in  Professor Ellis H aw ley 's  sem inar in  1976 , I n e e d ed  a topic for 
m y sem inar paper. I still knew  only  th e  bare  ou tlines of the 
B rookhart story. A W ash ing ton  C o un ty  A tto rney  a n d  p ro g res­
sive R epublican p a rty  leader in  Iow a, B rookhart h a d  been  
elected to the  U n ited  S tates Senate in  1922 an d  h a d  served  un til 
he w as defeated  in  the  p rim ary  of 1932. But a foo tno te  in  the  
Iowa Official Register caugh t m y eye. In  the  election of 1924 
B rookhart h a d  ru n  aga in st the  D em ocrat D an  Steck, h ad  
apparen tly  w o n  the  election, b u t the  election " w as con tested  
. . . an d  on  A pril 1 2 ,  1926, the  U.S. Senate v o ted  . . .  to  u n se a t"  
Brookhart. It ad d e d  th a t h e  w e n t on  to w in  election in  the  fall 
cam paign.
I w o n d e red  w h y  he h a d  been  th ro w n  o u t of the  Senate an d  
th o u g h t th a t p e rh ap s  th a t sto ry  w o u ld  m ake a good  sem inar 
paper. The sem inar p ap e r la ter becam e m y m aste r 's  essay  and , 
still later, a p a rt of m y Ph.D . d isserta tion . W ith rev isions an d  
som e add itional m aterial, I am  n o w  w riting  a com plete b iogra­
p h y  of B rookhart. W hen  I began  the  sem inar p ap e r, how ever, 
I h ad  no  no tion  th a t tw elve years la te r I w o u ld  still be w riting  
abou t Sm ith B rookhart. I no w  feel an  affinity  w ith  John  B unyan 
w ho  w ro te  at the  beg inn ing  of The Pilgrim's Progress that:
When at the first I took my pen in hand, Thus for to write, I did not 
understand That I at all should make a little book In such a mode.
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Like B unyan 's  Pilgrim , I set o u t as an  innocen t on  a w alk 
" th ro u g h  the  w ilderness  of th is w o rld "  in  search of Sm ith 
W ildm an  B rookhart.
I soon  d iscovered  th a t o th er p ilgrim s h a d  p receded  m e into 
the  w ilderness. A 1932 s tu d y  h a d  analyzed  the  elections of 
B rookhart. T here w as an  h o n o rs  thesis a t Colum bia, som e 
m aste r 's  theses, a n d  a few  articles in  journals. O ne of m y 
p redecesso rs, Ray S. Johnston , h a d  w ritten  a m aste r's  thesis 
u n d e r  the  d irection  of P rofessor L eland  Sage at the  U niversity  
of N o rth e rn  Iow a. A self-confessed "B rookhart ju n k y ,"  Ray 
Joh n sto n  has m ain ta in ed  an  in te rest in  m y p ilgrim age an d  has 
su p p o rte d  m e at every  step .
The m ost im p o rtan t gu ides, how ever, w ere  m em bers of the 
sen a to r 's  fam ily. Shortly  after I chose m y original sem inar 
topic, I w ro te  h is d a u g h te r  F lorence B rookhart Y ount, a retired  
physic ian  living in  P rescott, A rizona. F lorence h ad  g row n  u p  in 
W ash ing ton , Iow a, a n d  knew  m y fam ily, so m y nam e w as 
fam iliar to  her. I asked  w h e th e r  I could  have access to her 
fa th e r 's  papers .
Dr. Y ount to ld  m e th a t m ost of h e r fa th e r 's  p ap ers  h ad  been  
destroyed  shortly  after h is d ea th  in  1944. She said, how ever, 
th a t she h a d  som e c lipp ing  scrapbooks a n d  a few  o th er th ings 
th a t I w as w elcom e to use. She also refe rred  m e to h e r b ro ther, 
Sm ith  B rookhart, Jr., a re tired  a tto rney  living in  D enver, 
C olorado , an d  to  h e r  sister, E dith  B rookhart M illard, w ho  lived 
in  C hevy  C hase, M aryland .
In  the  years since, the  B rookhart ch ild ren  have shared  their 
m em ories of their fa the r an d  have  o p en ed  their hom es to m e. 
I have  m ade  th ree  trip s to the  Y ount hom e in  A rizona an d  have 
also v isited  Sm ith  B rookhart, Jr. in  D enver an d  M rs. M illard in 
h e r  h om e in  M aryland . M oreover, they  have never failed to 
re sp o n d  to  the  m any  questions  I have asked  them  by letter. 
T hey have  also pa id  m e a h ig h  com plim ent by adm itting  tha t 
m y research  h as  to ld  th em  th ings abou t their father they  did 
n o t know . Dr. Y ount a n d  M rs. M illard have  since d ied , and  it 
is a source of sad n ess  for m e th a t they  d id  n o t live to see the 
com pletion  of the  project.
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Still, the  m em ories of the  fam ily could  on ly  su p p ly  p a rt of 
w h a t I n eed ed  to  know . W ithou t th e  sen a to r 's  p ap e rs , the 
public p a rt of h is life h a d  to  be re-crea ted  from  o th e r sources. I 
began  w ith  the  Congressional Record, w hich , fo rtuna te ly , h as  a 
good index. I k new  th a t it is n o t alw ays a reliable record , since 
senato rs are allow ed to ed it their speeches after delivering  
them . N evertheless, it gave m e a good sense  of w h a t B rookhart 
th o u g h t w as im portan t, a n d  I fo u n d  th a t very  o ften  a speech  
w ou ld  contain  a g rea t deal of pe rsona l in fo rm ation . In  the  
course of ten  years of speeches in  the  Senate , for exam ple, 
B rookhart p rov ided  nearly  all the  essen tia ls concern ing  his 
m ilitary career.
As a com plem ent to the  Congressional Record, I also read  the  
transcrip ts of C ongressional hearings. A gain  an  index  h e lp ed  
m e to locate n o t only  the  records of the  com m ittees on  w hich  
Brookhart served  b u t also com m ittees before w h ich  he  gave 
tes tim o n y —before, du ring , a n d  after h is years as a senato r. It 
he lped  to have these  g o v ern m en t sources close a t h a n d , in  the 
G overnm ent Publications D ep a rtm en t of the  U niversity  Librar­
ies. The librarians there  w ere  m asterfu l gu ides, lead ing  m e 
th ro u g h  the  arcane w ilderness of g o v ern m en t publications. 
They saved  m e m any  h o u rs  of w ork  a n d  k ep t m e from  
countless false pa ths.
The sen a to r 's  vo ting  record  w as a th ird  valuable source for 
official congressional activities. H ere  co m p u te r technology 
proved  to be a valuable asset. The In te r-un iversity  C onsortium  
for Political a n d  Social R esearch, in  A n n  A rbor, M ichigan, 
p rov ided  a p rin to u t w h ich  listed  every  reco rded  vote  d u rin g  
B rookhart's years in  the  Senate. The data  in c luded  h o w  he 
vo ted  on  the  issues as w ell as the  vo te  m arg in . T hese th ree  
congressional sources becam e the  basis of m y in fo rm ation  on  
the public career of B rookhart.
I also s tud ied  the  public record  as con ta ined  in  n ew sp ap ers . 
I began  w ith  the  New York T im es , p rincipally  because it w as 
indexed. The m ost he lp fu l n ew sp a p e r source, how ever, w as 
the Des Moines Register. I d id  m ost of th is  p h ase  of the  
n ew sp ap er w ork  in  the  M icrotext R eading  Room  of the  M ain
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Library, w h ere  a friend ly  an d  com p eten t staff m ade the  journey  
easier. I even tua lly  read  m ost of th e  issues of the  Register for the 
years  1922-1936. In  ad d itio n  to n ew s stories, the  Register 
p u b lish ed  letters to the  ed ito r a n d  it also extracted editorial 
op in ion  from  m an y  Iow a n ew sp ap e rs . This gave m e a sense of 
the  issues an d  also to ld  m e a g rea t deal abou t w h a t Iow ans 
w ere  th ink ing .
The Register also h e lp ed  m e to follow  B rookhart a ro u n d  the 
sta te  on  his m any  cam paign  trips. I p rep a red  an  itinerary  based 
on  the  Register's n ew s stories a n d  th en  consu lted  the  new sp a­
per in  each  to w n  he  visited . I could  usually  find  the  n ew sp a­
pers  in  the  State H istorical Society of Iow a library in  e ither Des 
M oines or Iow a City. O ccasionally  I w ou ld  travel to  a nearby  
city or req u es t the  p ap e rs  on  m icrofilm . I also h ad  the clipping 
scrapbooks w h ich  Florence B rookhart Y ount len t m e for the 
d u ra tio n  of the  project.
The Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature led m e to the  final 
source of genera l in fo rm ation  abou t B rookhart an d  his period. 
I read  d ozens of articles abou t B rookhart a n d  abou t agriculture 
a n d  politics d u rin g  the  1920s a n d  early  1930s. A nd  I read  som e 
by  B rookhart h im self, offering his view s of a varie ty  of subjects. 
M any of the  articles could  be fo u n d  in  the  U niversity  Libraries 
an d  the  In terlib rary  L oan office p ro v id ed  those  the Libraries 
d id  n o t have.
B rookhart served  in  the  Senate d u rin g  years of great eco­
nom ic g ro w th  a n d  g rea t econom ic collapse. H is analysis of the 
econom ic situa tion , especially as it app lied  to  agriculture d u r­
ing  the  1920s, he ld  th a t W all S treet, big business, an d  the 
Federal R eserve Board h a d  consp ired  to dep ress  prices and  
restric t credit. N o t on ly  farm ers b u t all p roducers, including 
in d u stria l laborers, w ere  exploited  by th is system . Brookhart 
believed  th a t these  g ro u p s o u g h t to join in  a political and  
econom ic coalition to p ro tec t th e ir ow n  in terests. A nd  w here 
th ey  w ere  pow erless to p ro tec t them selves, the  progressive 
B rookhart said  th a t it w as the  function  of the  governm en t to 
p ro tec t them . Long a critic of political an d  econom ic abuses
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p erp e tra ted  by  railroads u p o n  farm ers, he  advocated  govern ­
m en t ow nersh ip  of railroads.
Brookhart believed th a t the  econom ic system  of the  1920s 
and  early 1930s, w ith  its em phasis  on  com petition , w as a 
failure, lead ing  only  to  w ars an d  discord . In  its place, he  w ou ld  
substitu te  a cooperative system  of b anks a n d  m arke ting  o rga­
n izations, w ith  p rofits lim ited  a n d  w ith  p ro d u ce rs  sharing  
d iv idends above p rofits accord ing  to  the  deg ree  of their partic ­
ipation  in  the  cooperative. In  th is w ay  h e  th o u g h t th a t farm ers 
an d  laborers w ou ld  achieve econom ic in d ep en d en ce  a n d  p ro s­
perity.
Brookhart alw ays in sisted  on  a m arke t ap p ro ach  to  the  farm  
econom y. T h ro u g h o u t the  1920s he  w o rk ed  for p rog ram s th a t 
created  dom estic  an d  foreign m arke ts  for the  crops. H e carried 
th is cam paign  for farm  m arkets in to  th e  N ew  D eal w h e n  in  1933 
P residen t Franklin  D. R oosevelt ap p o in te d  h im  foreign trade  
advisor for the  A gricu ltural A d ju s tm en t A dm in istra tion . But 
N ew  Deal agricu ltural policy w en t in  the  d irection  of p ro d u c ­
tion  controls an d  B rookhart res igned  from  the  AAA. N ev erth e ­
less, for the  rem ainder of h is life he  co n tin u ed  his advocacy of 
m arket solutions. H e tried  for the  senate  one m ore tim e w ith  an  
ill-considered ru n  in  1936. But by  th en  Iow a farm ers h a d  tu rn e d  
elsew here for so lu tions to  th e ir p rob lem s. A fter th a t he  
w atched  from  the  sidelines. In 1942 h e  su ffered  a stroke a n d  his 
health  declined  un til h is d ea th  a t age 75 in  1944.
H e w as also critical of the  R epublican  p arty . Early in  the  
cen tury  the  p a rty  h a d  split in to  a p rogressive  w ing  a n d  a 
regu lar or " s ta n d p a t"  w ing. P art of the  p rogressive  critique of 
the party  w as th a t the  s tan d p a ts  h a d  been  cap tu red  by  business 
in terests  an d  th a t reform s w ere  necessary  in  the  p a rty  as w ell as 
the political a n d  econom ic system s. B rookhart becam e a p ro ­
gressive a n d  n ever a b a n d o n ed  h is refo rm ing  instincts , even  
after m any  o th er p rogressives h a d  re jo ined  th e  m ain stream  of 
the  party .
D uring  the  1920s no  one do m in a ted  Iow a politics like Sm ith  
Brookhart. A favorite targe t of ed itorial cartoon ists, especially 
the Des Moines Register's D ing D arling, B rookhart w as called a
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radical, an  in su rg en t, a p rogressive , a socialist, a com m unist, a 
bolshevik, a buffoon , a n d  w as n u m b ered  am ong  the  S ena te 's  
" so n s  of the  w ild  jackass."
W ith th is in fo rm ation  as a base, I could  no w  w ork  to  fit o th er 
pieces in to  the  p ictu re  of Sm ith  B rookhart. I k n ew  th a t an  
im portan t source of in fo rm ation  abou t h is p re-sen ate  years 
w ou ld  be hom e to w n  n ew sp ap e rs . In  the  years after 
B rookhart's 1892 arrival in  W ash ing ton , Iow a, the  to w n  h ad  
th ree, an d , for a tim e, fou r n ew sp ap e rs , all of w h ich  n o w  are 
on  m icrofilm  in  the  W ash ing ton  Public Library.
Typical of sm all-tow n p ap e rs , th ey  chron icled  th e  activities of 
the  citizens; n o t ju s t public  activities, b u sin ess  n ew s, an d  
political m eetings, b u t also fam ily even ts. Slowly a p icture  
began  to em erge of the  life of th e  y o u n g  B rookhart. D uring  
these years he  began  h is legal career a n d  s ta rted  in  politics. H e 
m arried  a n d  w ith  h is w ife began  to  raise  a fam ily th a t w o u ld  
grow  to seven  ch ild ren . H e jo ined  the  N ational G uard , a n d  
from  th a t g rew  a lifelong in te res t in  rifle m arksm ansh ip .
N ew spapers  con tinued  to  be he lp fu l as I searched  for clues 
abou t B rookhart's ch ildhood  an d  school years. H e w as b o rn  in  
Scotland C ounty , M issouri. A t one p o in t in  h is early  life the  
fam ily m oved  to  so u th e rn  M inneso ta, on ly  to  re tu rn  to M is­
souri after one year. E ventually  it m oved  to  Iow a. A t age fifteen 
B rookhart w as sen t to  live w ith  a cousin  in  B loom field so he 
could a tten d  h igh  school. H e rem a in ed  there  to s tu d y  at 
Sou thern  Iow a N orm al School. The public  libraries in  M em ­
phis, M issouri, an d  Bloom field he ld  the  n ew sp a p e rs  I n eed ed , 
an d  the  office of the  su p e rin te n d e n t of schools in  Bloom field 
found  the  g rad u a tio n  p rog ram  for B rookhart's  h igh  school 
class. The M inneso ta  H istorical Society su p p lied  m icrofilm  
copies of the  ap p ro p ria te  p ap e rs  on  in terlib rary  loan.
The n ew sp ap e r leg of m y p ilgrim age w as m ade  easier by  an  
invaluable tool. In  1979 the  State H istorical Society of Iow a 
pub lished  A  Bibliography of Iowa Newspapers 1836-1976. This is a 
gu ide to the  ex tan t collections in  the  sta te  ind ica ting  the  
location of n ew sp ap e rs  an d  w h e th e r  th ey  are in  orig inal form at
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or in  the  form  of m icrofilm . Since 1979 the  Society has k ep t the 
list u p  to date  as add itiona l p ap e rs  are discovered.
As I have ind ica ted , n e w sp a p e r research  d id  n o t require 
m uch  travel since m ost of the  p ap e rs  I n e e d ed  w ere  close by, or 
w ere  available on  m icrofilm  th a t could  be sen t to m e. M anu­
scrip t collections, how ever, w ere  a d ifferen t story. This phase  
of th e  research  really  took  m e in to  the  "w ilderness of the 
w o rld ."
The m an u sc rip t collections I s tu d ied  included  the  papers of 
Iow a political, agricu ltural, a n d  b u sin ess  leaders. I also con­
su lted  the  p ap e rs  of the  senato rs  w h o  served  w ith  Brookhart, 
six U n ited  S tates P residen ts , a n d  various o th er national agri­
cu ltu ral an d  labor leaders. A t first th is w ilderness w as n o t too 
un frien d ly  since it w as in  the  fam iliar territo ry  of libraries in 
Iow a City, D es M oines, a n d  W est Branch.
T hree lead ing  farm  jou rna ls  w ere  p ub lished  in  Iowa during  
the  period . The p ap e rs  of the  p ub lishers  of each are in  the 
U niversity  of Iow a Libraries. E dw in  T. M ered ith  published 
Successful Farming, served  as Secretary of A gricu lture at the end  
of the  W ilson adm in istra tion , an d  w as a lead ing  Iow a Dem o­
crat. Jam es M. Pierce a n d  later h is son , D ante , pub lished  the 
Iowa Homestead, a p a p e r  th a t u sua lly  took an  an ti-estab lishm ent 
view ; Jam es Pierce w as am ong  B rookhart's  first supporters. 
H en ry  C. W allace an d  later h is son , H en ry  A ., ed ited  Wallaces' 
Farmer; bo th  W allaces served  as Secretary of A griculture. Taken 
together, these  collections p ro v id ed  a w ide  range of inform a­
tion  abou t agricu ltu ral issues an d  Iow a politics.
B rookhart's  v iew s o n  th e  agricu ltu ral s itua tion  du ring  the 
1920s o ften  coincided w ith  those  of the  Iow a Farm ers U nion 
a n d  its leader, M ilo Reno. R eno 's p ap e rs  are also in  the 
U niversity  L ibraries, as are the  p ap e rs  of B rainard  Shearer, the 
pu b lish e r of th e  Iowa Union Farmer.
The p ap e rs  of several o th er Iow a political leaders w ith  
connections to  B rookhart are also in  the  U niversity  Libraries. 
M ost he lp fu l am ong  these  w ere  the  p ap e rs  of C lifford Thorne. 
T horne  a n d  B rookhart h a d  jo ined  forces w hile still in  W ashing­
ton , Iow a, to  rep re sen t th e  in te rests  of farm er g roups in
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law suits to b reak  u p  b u sin ess  m onopolies. Later, how ever, 
T horne becam e a political o p p o n e n t of B rookhart a n d  ran  
against h im  in the  1922 p rim ary  election.
B rookhart's years of public  service co incided  w ith  those  of 
H erbert H oover. I traveled  to  th e  H erb ert H oover P residen tia l 
Library in  W est Branch. H oover h a d  u se d  his position  as 
Secretary of C om m erce from  1921 to 1928 to  involve h im self in  
m ost aspects of na tiona l life. O nce he  w as in  the  W hite H ouse , 
his positions, especially on  agricu ltu ral issues, becam e of even  
g reater in te rest to B rookhart.
Included  in  the  collections of the  H oover L ibrary are the  
papers  of Iow an  H an fo rd  M acN ider a n d  h is fa the r C harles, a 
M ason C ity b an k er a n d  Iow a b u sin ess  leader. H an fo rd  M ac­
N ider w as one  of the  fou n d ers  of the  A m erican  L egion a n d  w as 
an  early N ational C om m ander. In  1924, w ith  financial su p p o rt 
from  his father, he  fo u n d ed  the  R epublican Service League. 
D raw ing its m em bersh ip  from  Iow a L egionnaires, th e  League 
served  as a political action  com m ittee for the  A m erican  Legion, 
w hich  by  its charter w as to be n on -partisan . From  th is base 
M acN ider w as the  chief o rgan izer of the  successful effort to 
challenge the  1924 election of B rookhart a n d  u n se a t h im  from  
the  Senate. It w as th is collection th a t gave m e the  an sw er to  m y 
original question : W hat h a p p e n e d  in  1924?
The o th er m ajor stops on  the  Iow a segm en t of the  p ilgrim age 
w ere the  tw o libraries of the  S tate H istorical Society. The 
m anuscrip t section of the  Iow a C ity b ranch  con ta ined  a few  
helpfu l collections, b u t m ost of m y  w ork  in  the  H istorical 
Society w as in  the  D es M oines b ranch .
At the  tim e I began , I w ork ed  in  the  o ld  H istorical B uilding 
w here  conditions w ere  far from  ideal. The lib rary  w as c row ded , 
and  the  m anuscrip ts  w ere  sto red  in  scattered  sites th ro u g h o u t 
the build ing , includ ing  a room  referred  to  as " th e  v a u lt,"  w h ich  
alw ays rem in d ed  m e of an  a b a n d o n ed  elevator shaft. A s it 
tu rn e d  ou t, one  of the  p rincipal collections I n e e d ed  w as sto red  
in  " th e  v a u lt."  O n  one particu larly  b u sy  day , I w as to ld  tha t, 
since no  em ployee w as available to climb the  lad d e r in  the  vau lt 
to retrieve m y m aterial, th ere  w o u ld  be a considerable  delay. I
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offered to  climb the  lad d e r  m yself, b u t w h en  I d iscovered that 
the  lad d e r  consisted  of tw o  tw o-by-fours w ith  slats nailed  on I 
changed  m y m in d  a n d  dec ided  to w ait for p rofessional (and, 
p resum ab ly , in su red ) assistance.
Som etim es the  o th e r p a tro n s  p ro v ed  a problem . O n  ano ther 
particu larly  b u sy  day , I h a d  m y typew riter an d  m aterials 
a rran g ed  on  a table a n d  w as h a rd  a t w ork. I left m y place briefly 
to re trieve  som e p a p e rs  a n d  re tu rn e d  to find  th a t ano ther 
p a tro n  h a d  p u sh e d  m y ty p ew riter an d  m aterials aside and 
taken  m y chair. A  lib rarian  successfully  m ed ia ted  the  d ispute , 
an d  I w as soon  back at w ork . O ver the  years new  librarians and  
adm in is tra to rs  w ork ed  to  im prove the  cond itions in  the  Des 
M oines facility, a n d  th ey  d id  a m asterfu l job of m aking  a silk 
p u rse  o u t of a so w 's  ear. The lib rary  in  th e  n ew  H istorical 
B uilding is a fitting  rew ard  for those  ve te rans  w h o  b raved  the 
perils of the  old setting .
The p a p e rs  of a n u m b er of p ro m in en t Iow ans are in  the  Des 
M oines library, b u t the  tw o  m o st im p o rtan t collections for m e 
w ere  those  of A lbert Baird C um m ins a n d  C harles Raw son. A 
governo r an d  th e n  senato r from  Iow a, C um m ins w as a p ro ­
gressive refo rm er w h o  cap tu red  th e  Iow a R epublican Party, 
a n d  the  y o u n g  B rookhart's  im agination , in  the  early  years of 
the  cen tu ry . In  later years, how ever, C um m ins re tu rn ed  to the 
regu lar R epublican  fold, a n d  B rookhart becam e his o pponen t. 
R aw son w as the  chairm an  of th e  Iow a R epublican party  in  the 
early  1920s; in  1922 he  w as ap p o in te d  by  the  governor to  fill ou t 
the  te rm  of a senato r w h o  resigned . B rookhart's  first term  in  the 
senate  fo llow ed R aw son 's. T ogether these  tw o collections 
p ro v id ed  valuable in fo rm ation  on  th e  Iow a R epublican pa rty 's  
efforts to block B rookhart. The D es M oines library  also con­
ta ined  one box of B rookhart m ateria ls th a t h a d  escaped  destruc­
tion. M ost of it, how ever, w as nearly  use less ephem era .
It w as n o w  tim e to  b ro ad en  the  scope of m y search. I decided 
to  beg in  w ith  th e  U n ited  S tates Senate. B rookhart h ad  served in 
th e  Senate w ith  198 p eop le  th ro u g h  tw elve sessions of C on­
gress. I could  n o t look at the  collected p ap ers  of all those 
senato rs, so I a sked  m yself w h ich  ones h a d  served  w ith  him  in
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all tw elve sessions, w h ich  in  nearly  all, a n d  w h ich  in  only  a few  
sessions. M y nex t questions w ere: W hich of those  w ith  w h o m  
he served  the  longest w o u ld  m ost likely tell m e som eth ing  
abou t B rookhart? W ho, for exam ple, w o u ld  be allied w ith  h im  
on  issues? W ho served  w ith  h im  on  com m ittees? W hose nam e 
w as linked w ith  h is in  n ew sp a p e r accounts of those  years? A nd  
finally: W hich of these  senato rs  h a d  left collected p a p e rs  w hich  
w ere actually accessible?
In  answ ering  th is last question , th e  H istorical Office of the  
U nited  States Senate w as a valuable ally. U n d e r th e  d irection  of 
Dr. R ichard Baker, the  office w as th e n  com piling  a d irecto ry  of 
the locations of the  p ap e rs  of all senato rs. Dr. Baker p ro v id ed  
m e w ith  a w ork ing  copy of a d irecto ry  w h ich  w as later 
pub lished  as Guide to Research Collections of Former United States 
Senators 1789-1982 (1983). A fter I h a d  e lim inated  those  senato rs  
w ho  h ad  little connection  w ith  B rookhart a n d  those  for w hom  
there  are no  collected p ap ers , I de te rm in ed  th a t the  p ap e rs  of 
ten  senato rs  could  help . I set off to  travel d eep er in to  the  
w ilderness.
D uring  th is p a rt of the  pilgrim age, I fo llow ed in  B rookhart's  
foo tsteps an d  traveled  from  Iow a to W ash ing ton , D .C ., to  w ork  
in  the Library of C ongress. W hen  I m ade  m y first trip  in  1981, 
the  m anuscrip t room  of the  L ibrary of C ongress w as in  the  
A dam s Building, a n o n d escrip t s truc tu re  in  the  block b eh in d  
the  o rnate  m ain  bu ild ing  w h ich  m ost tou ris ts  visit.
Like m anuscrip t room s everyw here , the  L ibrary of C on­
g ress 's  h ad  careful ru les govern ing  u se  of the  papers . N o p en s  
w ere allow ed, only  pencils; no  m ark ing  on  the  docum en ts; only 
one box of docum en ts a t a tim e on  the  table. The Library also 
p rov ided  no te  p a p e r  or no te  cards, each page  w ith  a hole 
p u n ch ed  in  the  corner so th a t a t the  e n d  of the  day  all the  pages 
could be s tru n g  on  a pencil an d  sh ak en  to  see w h e th e r  the 
note-taker w as try ing  to  steal a docum en t. The ru les of m ost 
libraries are reasonable  a n d  are a necessary  p ro tec tion  for the 
docum ents. But the  L ibrary of C ongress a d d e d  a touch  I d id  n o t 
experience elsew here: it s ta tioned  an  a rm ed  g u a rd  h ig h  on  a 
platform  overlooking the  room .
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W h en  I re tu rn e d  to  the  L ibrary six years later, the  m an u ­
scrip ts room  h a d  been  m oved  to the  n ew  M adison  Building. 
Sam e ru les, sam e g u a rd —alth o u g h  the  h igh  p latform  h ad  been  
e lim in a ted —b u t a m uch  m ore p leasan t space in  w hich  to w ork. 
I no ticed  one  o th e r change in  six years. D uring  m y first visit, 
m y fellow  researchers an d  I u se d  typew riters  p rov ided  for u s in 
the  read in g  room , usua lly  an  old Royal o r R em ington office 
m odel. O n  m y re tu rn  visit, how ever, m ost of the  o ther re­
searchers w ere  u s in g  th e ir o w n  persona l com puters. I h ad  not 
ye t ad vanced  th a t far in to  the  com pu ter age.
I also u se d  o th e r areas of th e  L ibrary of C ongress. I found 
n ew sp a p e rs  from  Florida th a t to ld  m e abou t the  activities of 
B rookhart's  N ational G uard  com pany , w hich  w as stationed 
there  d u rin g  the  Span ish-A m erican  W ar. In  the  m agazine 
section I located  several articles th a t dealt w ith  Brookhart or the 
issues in  w h ich  he  h a d  an  in terest. A n d  I u sed  the  ornate m ain 
read in g  room , the  one  tou rists  v iew  from  a h igh  balcony.
I nex t w a n te d  to  do  research  in  the  p ap e rs  of congressional 
com m ittees a n d  various executive b ranch  d epartm en ts  so I 
m oved  from  C apito l Hill d o w n  P ennsy lvan ia  A venue to the 
N ational A rchives. M ost tou ris ts  en te r the  A rchives to see the 
D eclaration of In d ep en d en ce  a n d  the  C onstitu tion . A long w ith  
those  im p o rtan t docum en ts , how ever, the  A rchives is filled 
w ith  m illions u p o n  m illions of o th er pieces of paper. A nd  I had  
to  de te rm ine  precisely  w h ich  ones I w a n te d  to see.
I k new  I w a n te d  to  look at p ap e rs  from  the  D epartm ents of 
S tate, C om m erce, W ar, a n d  A gricu lture , as w ell as several 
congressional com m ittees. To find  th em  I h a d  to go to the 
research  office for each  d ep artm en t. O nce I w as there , an 
expert researcher w ork ed  w ith  m e to  iden tify  w hich  papers I 
w a n te d  a n d  th e n  w rite  an  o rd er to b ring  the  p ap ers  to the  m ain 
read in g  room . Since it w as n o t u n u su a l to w ait an  h o u r for the 
p ap e rs  to  be delivered , I quickly learned  to b ring  along o ther 
w ork  to do  w hile I w aited . Som e of th e  d ep a rtm en ts  had  their 
ow n  read in g  room s in  the  vicinity of th e ir collections. This w as 
a m ore conven ien t a rran g em en t, since the  p ap ers  could be 
delivered  m ore quickly. The A rchives o ften  seem ed  like a
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m aze, b u t ju st a t those  m om en ts  I felt I w as lost, som eone 
usually  ap p eared  to po in t m e in  the  rig h t d irection.
W hile in  the  east I also w e n t to  N ew  York to look at the  
Fiorello La G uard ia  p ap e rs  in  the  N ew  York Public L ibrary. La 
G uard ia w as in  th e  H ouse  of R ep resen tatives w hile B rookhart 
w as in  the  Senate, a n d  th ey  w orked  to g e th e r on  a couple of 
issues. They also ap p eared  on  the  lecture p la tfo rm  together, so 
I th o u g h t th a t p e rh ap s  La G u ard ia 's  p ap e rs  could  he lp  m e. 
Since m y b ro th e r lives in  M an h attan , I w as able to com bine a 
research  trip  an d  a w eek en d  w ith  him .
I took a tra in  early  one T h u rsd ay  m orn ing , arrived  a t P en n  
Station, an d  w alked  u p  Fifth A venue  in  the  ra in  to  the  N ew  
York Public Library, only  to  d iscover it w as closed on  T hu rs­
days. I w as u sed  to  libraries closing on  M ondays, b u t w h o  ever 
heard  of closing a library  in  the  m idd le  of the  w eek? I re tu rn ed  
to the library the  nex t day  for w h a t tu rn e d  o u t to be one  of the  
m ost frustra ting  a n d  fru itless days in  all m y jou rneys. The place 
w as dark  an d  d irty , a n d  m ost of w h a t I w a n te d  w as in  a 
w arehouse  annex  e igh t blocks across tow n . I have  long  consid ­
ered  N ew  York C ity to  be the  " s lough  of D e sp o n d ."  N ow  its 
great public library becam e " D oub ting  C astle, th e  ow ner 
w hereof w as G iant D espa ir."
O n  M onday  m orn ing  I again  b o a rd ed  a tra in , th is  tim e for a 
trip  u p  th e  H u d so n  River to th e  F ranklin  D. R oosevelt L ibrary 
and  M useum  at H yde Park. I h a d  n ev er b een  u p  the  H u d so n  
and  so h ad  looked  fo rw ard  to the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  see the  river 
and  W est Point. W hat I actually  saw  w as the  in side  of very  
grim y tra in  w indow s. M oreover, w h e n  I a rrived  a t H yde  Park  
I found  th a t the  read in g  room  w as b e ing  p a in ted , so the  
em ployees' lunch  room  becam e m y  read in g  room . The librari­
ans took the  inconven ience in  stride , do ing  a w o n d erfu l job of 
answ ering  m y requests  a n d  he lp in g  m y search  th ro u g h  the  
Roosevelt Papers.
D oing m anuscrip t research  w as h a rd  an d  tiresom e w ork  as I 
sifted th ro u g h  box after box of docum en ts. Yet the  possib ility  of 
find ing  som eth ing  n o t seen  for decades th a t could  sh ed  ligh t on  
the subject alw ays gave m e the  im p e tu s  to  o p en  th a t one extra
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folder. O n e  such  occasion w as a set of letters in  the  Secretary of 
A gricu lture  file a t the  N ational A rchives.
In  1924 Secretary  of A gricu lture  H en ry  C. W allace w rote  a 
n u m b er of Iow a bankers  to  ask  th e ir op in ion  on  the  con tinu ing  
farm  dep ression . M ost of those  w h o  resp o n d e d  b lam ed the 
farm ers them selves for overex tend ing  their credit. Several 
im plied  th a t if th ey  h a d  n o t sp e n t m oney  on  ''u n n ecessa ry " 
item s like au tom obiles a n d  te lep h o n es, their econom ic situa­
tion  w o u ld  be better. N o t all th e  b ankers b lam ed  the  farm ers, 
b u t as a block th is set of le tte rs  gave m e an  in teresting  picture 
of the  v iew s of th is  im p o rtan t g ro u p  of Iow ans.
A n o th e r im p e tu s  to con tinue  cam e w ith  m y a ttem p ts  to  read  
the  m in u tes  of the  R epublican conference w ith in  the  U nited  
S tates Senate. I h o p e d  I could  learn  abou t ho w  this g roup 
w o rk ed  an d  w h e th e r  B rookhart p layed  a role in  its decision-
m aking. I w as to ld , how ever, th a t only  senato rs  could  view  the 
m in u tes  a n d  th en  only  in  the  office of the  Secretary of the 
R epublican C onference. I en lis ted  the  aid of Senator Charles 
G rassley , w hose  good  offices ob tained  the  necessary  perm is­
sion.
The R epublican C onference office w as on  an  u p p e r  floor of 
the  C apito l Building, d o w n  hallw ays m arked  "S enators O nly ." 
W hen  I a rrived , the  secretary  gave m e a desk , a typew riter and 
h o t coffee to  keep  m e going. The m in u tes  d id  n o t reveal a great 
deal, b u t  th ey  d id  confirm  m y susp icions abou t the  m averick 
B rookhart's  re la tionsh ip  w ith  o th e r R epublican senators. The 
Senate H isto rian  la te r to ld  m e th a t I w as p robably  the first 
o u tsid e r to  see those  m inutes!
I su p p o se  all researchers d ream  of the  "b ig  fin d ,"  the 
m assive collection of le tte rs  h id d e n  in  an  attic th a t will answ er 
all th e  questions. N o d oub t, how ever, m ost researchers, like 
m e, lea rn  to  settle  for "sm all f in d s ."  W hile I w orked  at the 
N ational A rchives, I called on  R obert B rookhart, a g rand ­
n e p h e w  of the  sen a to r w h o  w as th en  A ssistan t to  the  Archivist. 
Bob becam e the  source of one  sm all find  w h en  he gave m e the 
m an u scrip t of a book  the  senato r w o rk ed  on  in  his post-Senate 
years. E ntitled  "C oopera tive  Econom ics or Illiterate Facts vs.
 
http://ir.uiowa.edu/bai/vol52/iss1
[67]
Intellectual F iction," it w as a com pilation  of h is ideas on  the  
farm  problem  an d  inc luded  his p lan  to create p ro d u ce r coop­
eratives. T here w as n o th in g  in  the  m an u scrip t th a t I h a d  n o t 
read  m any  tim es e lsew here , b u t it served  as a conven ien t 
source for h is though ts .
Still an o th e r sm all find cam e from  N ed  B rookhart, a g ran d ­
son of the  senato r w ho  w orked  in  the  Justice D epartm en t. I 
called on  h im  an d  to ld  h im  of m y ad v en tu res . I also asked  if he  
knew  of any  fam ily p ap ers , a n d  he  a ssu red  m e th a t h e  k n ew  of 
none. A few  days later, how ever, he  called a n d  said , "G uess 
w hat I found?"  H e h ad  gone to h is attic an d  fo u n d  a set of 
letters w ritten  by  the  sen a to r 's  w ife, Jennie, to N e d 's  fa ther an d  
uncles.
Jennie B rookhart w as a rem arkab le  w o m an  w h o  k ep t the  
fam ily together d u rin g  the  m any  years th e  senato r w as aw ay. 
H er letters covered the  years 1924 th ro u g h  1944, a n d  th ey  cam e 
as close to  the  "b ig  find"  as I w o u ld  get. W ritten  by  a m o ther 
for he r sons, the  le tte rs  w ere  filled w ith  fam ily new s. She also 
com m ented  on  political even ts , a n d  she  w as n o t h es itan t to tell 
her sons her op in ions concern ing  th e ir fa th e r 's  activities. It w as 
obvious th a t she  usually  su p p o rte d  h im  b u t n o t alw ays w ith  
great en thusiasm .
M y last sm all find  also tau g h t m e abou t the  persona l 
Brookhart. D uring  m y first visit to F lorence B rookhart Y ount, 
she gave m e a box of m ateria l to so rt th ro u g h . I d iscovered  tw o  
sets of no tes taken  by Florence B rookhart Y ount a n d  h e r  sister, 
Edith, d u rin g  their fa th e r 's  last illness. From  these  n o tes  I 
learned  abou t his g rade  school days, th e  ch ildhood  gam es he 
p layed , the  year in  M inneso ta, a n d  his first forays in to  p a rtisan  
politics. Jenn ie 's  letters a n d  the  ch ildhood  m em ories a d d e d  a 
h u m an  d im ension  to  Sm ith  B rookhart, th e  side the  public 
record could never reveal.
M ost peop le  I m et on  m y pilgrim age w e n t o u t of their w ay  to 
help  m e. I can th in k  of on ly  tw o  instances w h ere  I m et 
unnecessary  h u m an  obstacles. The first invo lved  a labor un ion . 
The u n ion  p res id en t w as also from  W ash ing ton  C oun ty , Iow a, 
an d  h ad  su p p o rte d  B rookhart's  ideas. A t the  tim e it w as
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assu m ed  th a t he  also su p p o rte d  h im  w ith  u n io n  fu n d s, an d  I 
w a n te d  to  find  o u t if th a t w ere  true . I w ro te  u n io n  headquarte rs  
a n d  w as a ssu red  th a t if I cam e I could  look at w hatever I 
w an ted .
W hen  I a rrived , how ever, a u n io n  official gave m e p ho to ­
copies of articles abou t B rookhart from  the  u n io n  publication 
(all of w h ich  I a lready  had). I asked  ab o u t th e  o ther records to 
w h ich  I h a d  b een  p rom ised  access, an d  he  said I could n o t see 
them . M y rep e a te d  p ro te s ts  abou t p rev ious a rrangem en ts  and  
tw o  days travel w ere  to  no  avail.
The second  occasion invo lved  a na tional organization  of 
w h ich  B rookhart w as a long-tim e d irecto r a n d  p residen t. Once 
again  I h a d  w ritten  le tte rs in  advance  to  m ake all the  p roper 
a rrangem en ts . But w h e n  I a rrived  a t the  h ead q u arte rs  the 
lib rarian  h a d  dec ided  th a t I could  n o t e n te r the  library. O ne 
m em ber of th e  staff ag reed  to  get w h a t I w an ted , an d  he even 
set u p  a card  table in  h is office for m e to  use . Since I w as no t 
su re  w h a t th e  library  con ta ined , I h a d  to  describe m y n eeds and  
h o p e  th a t m y  h e lp e r could  find  w h a t I w an ted . H e w as very 
gracious a n d  d id  w h a t he  could  for m e, b u t it w as hard ly  a 
conven ien t a rran g em en t. I also w a n te d  to  see m em bersh ip  
reco rds a n d  th e  m in u tes  of bo ard  m eetings to de te rm ine  the 
ex ten t of B rookhart's  invo lvem en t w ith  th is g roup . I h ad  ho p ed  
to  d iscover w h e th e r  he  p layed  an  active role in  policy setting  
w ith in  the  board . Follow ing rep ea ted  calls to  th e  headquarte rs , 
I w as to ld , "W e have  w h a t you  w a n t to see b u t it has been  
decided  th a t you  can n o t see it."
M ost of the  tim e peop le  w ere  eager to he lp . I w ro te  dozens 
of letters to peop le  w h o  k n ew  B rookhart o r knew  abou t him . 
Som e w ere  able to  he lp , a n d  o th ers  w ere  no t, b u t alm ost 
w ith o u t fail th ey  re sp o n d e d  p ro m p tly  a n d  w ished  m e well. Still 
o th e r peop le  w ere  w illing  to  be in te rv iew ed  a n d  generously  
sh a red  th e ir tim e a n d  m em ories.
I sim ply  could  n o t have  do n e  the  job w ith o u t the  assistance 
of librarians. Their tenacity  in  search ing  o u t arcane facts often 
exceeded  m y  ow n. O n  a n u m b er of occasions w h e n  I w as ready  
to give u p  on  an  item  I w o u ld  hear, " le t 's  try  one m ore p lace ,"
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an d  often  th a t p ro v ed  to be ju s t the  rig h t place to  look. W hen  
I w as unab le  to travel to  a d is tan t lib rary  for the  in fo rm ation  
source it con ta ined , I w ro te  the  lib rarian  for the  in fo rm ation  
an d  alm ost alw ays received  a p ro m p t rep ly  th a t saved  m e 
countless m iles of travel.
W hen  I d id  need  to  travel a g rea t d istance, I received  g ran ts  
from  the  H erbert H oover P residen tia l L ibrary 's H oover Schol­
ars program . This m oney  took m e to  C o lum bus, O hio , to  look 
at the  P residen t W arren  G. H ard in g  papers; to C olum bia, 
M issouri, to  research  several collections a t th e  U niversity  of 
M issouri; a n d  to  H elena, M ontana , to  v iew  th e  S enator B urton 
W heeler papers. St. A m brose U niversity , w h e re  I teach , gave 
m e a faculty d eve lopm en t g ran t to  b u y  a m icrofilm  read e r for 
m y office a n d  its library  h as  ob ta ined  n ew sp a p e rs  for m e 
th ro u g h  in terlib rary  loan.
M y pilgrim age is no w  com ing to  an  end . The book  still n eed s  
som e revising, b u t I h o p e  to  have  it p u b lish ed  soon. I am  aw are  
th a t I will n ever k now  every th ing  ab o u t Sm ith  B rookhart, b u t I 
feel com fortable th a t I have  com e as close as an yone  ever will. 
There w ere  a few  tim es in  the  S lough of D esp o n d , b u t for the  
m ost p a rt the  jo u rn ey  w as exciting a n d  fru itfu l. I can say w ith  
B unyan 's M r. V aliant-for T ru th  that:
though with great difficulty I am got hither, yet now I do not repent 
me of all the trouble I have been at to arrive where I am.
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